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Scripture to be studied: 1 Kings 18:17-39
The aim of the lesson: To help your students to know the only 

living and true God.  
What your students should know: That God is the living 

and true God and He is personally interested in each in-
dividual.

What your students should feel: A desire to know more 
about God.

What your students should do: Think about God when 
they look at the trees and animals and people whom He 
created.

Lesson outline (for the teacher’s and students’ notebooks):
 1. Idols cannot hear or answer prayer (1 Kings 18:17-35).
 2. The living God hears prayer (1 Kings 18:36-37).
 3. The living God answers prayer (1 Kings 18:38-39).
 4. God the Creator is eternal, holy, and He is love (Genesis 

1:1-31; Psalm 90:2; Leviticus 11:44; 1 John 4:8, 16).

THE LESSON
Have you ever looked at things around you and asked, 

“Where did they come from? How did the trees, the sky, the 
water, animals,  and people come into being?”

The answer is simply this: All things were made by Him 
who has all power. His name is God.

When we look at a house, we know that someone planned it 
and built it. Could a house appear out of a heap of things thrown 
together on a pile? Certainly not! Nor could this world simply 
happen. God planned every bit of it and, in the beginning, it was 
perfect. God made it all–and He made it out of nothing! God 
made you–He made all people everywhere. He is the One who 
put life into you.

Maybe you are wondering, But who made God? When did 
God come into being?

The answer is: God always was. And God always will be. 
(See Psalm 90:2.) Even if you do not understand this, it is true. 
By the time you are finished studying these lessons, you will 
know more about the living and true God. You will learn about 
His Son, His Book, and His home where He wants you to live 
with Him. Though we may not understand these things, we can 
believe them. And if we believe them, God will help us to know 
more about Him.

1.  IDOLS CANNOT HEAR OR
ANSWER PRAYER

1 Kings 18:17-35

There are some people who believe that the sun in the sky 
is a god. Others believe the moon and the stars are gods. (See 2 
Kings 23:5.) Still others believe a god can be made of wood or 
stone, silver or gold. (See Psalm 115:4-8.)

Can these things be the living and true God? Can the sun 
hear your prayers? Can the moon or stars see you and help you? 
No!

Idols carved from wood or stone may have eyes. But they 
cannot see you. Gods made of gold and silver may have ears. 
But they cannot hear you. The hands of those idols cannot move 
to help you. For such gods are made by man.

Do you know the only God who can see you, the One who 
can hear you, the One who can help you, the only God who 
made you? Our lesson will tell us about Him.

NOTE TO THE TEACHER
You will enjoy teaching the four lessons in this volume, 

as well as all of the lessons in the volumes that follow.
Before reading the lesson as it is printed here, study 

1 Kings 18:17-39 in your Bible. Once that event becomes 
alive to you, it will live to those whom you teach. Be sure 
to study carefully all of the Bible verses mentioned in all of 
the lesson material.

Throughout all four of the lessons in this series, teach 
this verse:

. . . Ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and 
true God. (1 Thessalonians 1:9)

NOTE TO THE TEACHER 
Display each illustration where indicated in text, laying volume aside when the story line continues beyond the picture. 

Lesson #1
GOD
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There was in the long, long ago, a man named Elijah. He 
lived among people who worshiped a god of their own. They 
named their god Baal. They believed Baal could help them. But 
Elijah did not believe in Baal. He believed in the living and true 
God.

One day Elijah called together 450 of the followers 
(prophets) of Baal. “Let us build an altar and offer a sacrifice,” 
Elijah said. (An altar was often made of stones piled upon each 
other, with wood on top. It has always been the plan of God that 
a person who sins [does wrong things] must be punished. The 
punishment is death. At the time of Elijah, God would accept 
an animal substitute. The animal substitute was known as a 
sacrifice. Its life was given in place of the life of the sinner.)

After telling the followers of Baal to build an altar and offer 
a sacrifice, Elijah continued, “We will not put any fire under the 
sacrifice. Then you call to Baal and ask him to send fire to burn 
up the sacrifice. After that, I will call on my God to send fire. 
The One who sends the fire is the living and true God.”

Show Illustration #1
The people agreed to the test. They 

placed the animal (bullock) on their altar. 
Then they prayed to their god to send fire 
and burn up the sacrifice. “Oh, Baal, hear 
us!” they cried. They jumped upon the 
altar, crying loudly for Baal to hear them. 
They cut themselves with knives, hoping 
that their god would then listen to them. 
Hour after hour they cried. All day they 
shouted. By evening their voices were too 

tired to cry out anymore. But nothing had happened. The god 
they had made (Baal) had not heard them.

Then it was Elijah’s turn. He used 12 stones and built an 
altar in the name of God. He made a trench about the altar. He 
put the wood in order, cut the animal in pieces, and laid it on the 
wood. Then, strangely, he commanded: “Fill four barrels [large, 
earthen pots] with water and pour it on the sacrifice and on the 
wood.” His command was obeyed.

“Do it again,” he ordered. They did it again. “Now do it 
again!” Altogether twelve barrels of water were poured onto the 
altar. Surely no ordinary fire could burn up that wet sacrifice!

2.  THE LIVING GOD HEARS PRAYER
1 Kings 18:36-37

Show Illustration #2
Then Elijah walked close to the altar. 

He prayed, “Lord God . . . let it be known 
this day that You are God . . . Hear me, O 
Lord, hear me, that this people may know 
that You are the Lord God.”

3.  THE LIVING GOD
ANSWERS PRAYER

1 Kings 18:38-39

Show Illustration #3
Immediately fire fell from Heaven. It 

burned the sacrifice and the wood and the 
stones and the dust, and it licked up the 
water all around the altar! The living and 
true God had answered prayer.

When the followers of Baal saw what 
had happened, they fell down on their 
faces and cried, “The Lord, He is the God; 
the Lord, He is the God.”

He is indeed the living and true God, the One who can hear 
when you talk to Him (pray), the One who sees everything you 
do. He is the One who made you. And He loves you!

4.  GOD THE CREATOR IS ETERNAL,
HOLY, AND HE IS LOVE

Genesis 1:1-31; Psalm 90:2; Leviticus 11:44;
1 John 4:8, 16

Because He loves you, you are going to want to know all 
that you can about Him. From our lesson today, there are four 
things that you should remember. (There is much, much more 
to know. And, if you attend class without fail, you will learn a 
great deal about God–and about many other things.) So that you 
will not forget these truths, why not write them in a notebook? 
Then you can read them every day. Soon you will find that you 
have remembered them. Then, when you want to tell others 
about the living and true God, you will be able to say:

Show Illustration #4a
1. God is the Creator. (See Genesis 1.)

The living and true God is the One who 
made this world, the trees, the sky, the water, and 
animals. He made the sun and moon and stars. 
He is the One who made all people everywhere. 
God made it all and made it out of nothing. He 

spoke and it was so. He, the maker of all things, is known as 
the Creator.

Show Illustration #4b
2. God is Eternal. (See Psalm 90:2.)

“Eternal” means without beginning or ending. 
(The circle in the drawing has no beginning or 
ending. Trace it with your finger as you speak, 
teacher.) The living and true God has always 
been. He always will be. Before the worlds were, 

God was. Forever and forever and forever, God will be. God, 
the Creator, is the Eternal One.

Show Illustration #4c
3. God is Holy. (See Leviticus 11:44; Isaiah 6:3; 
Isaiah 57:15; 1 Peter 1:16.)

When we speak of God as being holy, we 
mean that He is perfect. (The white circle against 
the dark background helps us to remember that 
God is holy, pure, perfect.) Because God is 

perfect, He is without sin. He has never done one wrong thing. 
God hates sin. Yet all people everywhere continually do wrong 
things. It is God’s plan that if sinning people are to be forgiven, 
a sacrifice must be made. Something–or Someone–will have 
to suffer the punishment for our sin. That punishment is death.

NOTE TO THE TEACHER
If you feel that there is more in this lesson than your 

pupils can understand, divide it and make two lessons.
If you teach with conviction, your students will know 

that you yourself believe that the One of whom you speak 
is indeed the living and true God.

It is suggested that in their notebooks (which all 
members of your class should have) they should write the 
four main points of the lesson. Or, if they prefer, have them 
make four simple drawings like those on illustration #4.  
This will help them to remember the lesson.
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Show Illustration #4d
4. God is Love. (See 1 John 4:8, 16.)

 The living and true God who made you, the 
One who always was and who always will be, the 
perfect, holy One, loves you! He loves you with 
all His heart. Because He knew that you would 
sin, He planned a way (long, long before you 

were ever born) for you to have your sin forgiven. He caused 
One, His only Son, to take your death penalty. 

When Elijah lived, God accepted an animal sacrifice. 
Uncounted thousands of animals died, each taking the place of 
a sinful person. No longer are animal sacrifices needed. Nor 
will God accept animal sacrifices today. His only Son, about 
whom we will learn in our next lesson, died on a cross once 
for all people everywhere. Only if we believe in the living and 

true God, only if we believe that His Son took the punishment 
for our sins, can we be forgiven of our sin. Why did the eternal, 
holy God cause His Son to die? Because He loves you. God is 
Love!

There is much, much more to know about the living and 
true God. But between now and our next class, do this: Each 
time you look at a flower or a tree, the sun, the moon and stars, 
say to yourself, “God made that. Before there was ever a lake 
or a man, God was. God always will be. God is perfect. I have 
done wrong things. That means I am a sinner. And God hates 
sin. But God is love. God loves me. He caused His Son to die 
in my place.”

Say those things again and again. Then, in our next lesson, 
we will learn about the Son of God–the One who took the 
punishment of death in our place.


