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Scripture to be studied: Matthew 3:1-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 
3:l-18; John 1:15-51

The aim of the lesson: (1) The Lamb of God is the One who 
saves from sin. (2) He, the Sinless One, invites those who 
receive Him as sin-bearer, to follow Him in service.
What your students should know: Jesus wants them to 

come to Him and be His disciples.
What your students should feel: A desire to follow Jesus.
What your students should do:

Unsaved: Believe that Jesus, the Lamb of God, died for 
their sins and receive Him as Saviour.

Saved: Tell others that the Lord Jesus is the Lamb of 
God, the Saviour of the world.

Lesson outline (for the teacher’s and students’ notebooks):
	 1.	 Jesus	Christ–the	perfect	sacrifice	(Hebrews	10:4-14).
 2. Following the Lamb of God (John 1:15-39).
	 3.	 Bringing	others	to	Jesus	(John	1:40-44).
	 4.	 Recognizing	the	Son	of	God	(John	1:45-51).
The verse to be memorized:

. . . The Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.
(1	John	4:14)

INTRODUCTION
Earlier in this series we learned of the coming of the Son of 

God to earth. We have studied about His birth, His death, His 
resurrection, and His ascension. Is this all there is to know about 
Him? No, indeed! There is much, much more. Starting with 
these lessons and continuing through several more volumes, 
we are going to learn about some of the things that happened 
between the birth and death of the Lord Jesus.

We know little of His childhood, except that once, when He 
was 12 years old, He was in the house of God with the religious 
leaders.	(See	Luke	2:42,	46.)	They	listened	to	Him,	asked	Him	
questions, and were “astonished at His understanding and 
answers”	(Luke	2:47).	After	that	we	know	nothing	of	Him	until	
He	was	a	grown	man,	about	30	years	old.	(See	Luke	3:23.)	Then	

for three years the Lord Jesus did so many things that, if they 
were all “written every one, I suppose that even the world itself 
could not contain the books that should be written.” (See John 
21:25.)

THE LESSON

1.  JESUS CHRIST–
THE PERFECT SACRIFICE

Hebrews 10:4-14

From the earliest times, we read in the Word of God about 
lambs.	They	were	 used	 as	 sacrifices.	That	 is,	when	 a	 person	
sinned he had to kill and burn his very best lamb. The lamb 
was the substitute that took the death punishment which the 
sinner deserved. (Teacher:	 See	 Genesis	 4:4;	 22:7;	 Exodus	
12:3-6;	 29:38-42;	 Numbers	 28:9-19,	 26,	 27;	 29:1,	 2,	 7,	 8,	
13-36;Leviticus	12:6;	14:10-18.)

NOTE TO THE TEACHER
In all of your ministry, you should be careful and 

prayerful. This is especially important when teaching this 
volume. Because each lesson points to the Saviour, Satan 
will try to make the truths ineffective. But “greater is He 
that	 is	 in	you,	 than	he	 that	 is	 in	 the	world”	 (1	 John	4:4).	
Satan has power. The Son of God has all power.

In	this	first	lesson	you	will	be	presenting	the	Lord	Jesus	
as the Lamb of God. This will need careful explanation. 
Your students may know nothing about lambs being used 
as	 sacrifices.	Take	 sufficient	 time	 at	 the	 beginning	of	 the	
lesson to help them to understand the full meaning of John’s 
referring to the Lord Jesus as “the Lamb of God.”

Examine your own heart, teacher. Are you obediently 
following the Lord Jesus? Can you say (as did the Apostle 
Paul), “Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ” 
(1 Corinthians 11:1)? You teach more by your life, than by 
your lips!
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NOTE TO THE TEACHER 
Display each illustration where indicated in text, laying volume aside when the story line continues beyond the picture. 

Lesson #1
JESUS CALLS HIS DISCIPLES
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Show Illustration #1
Before a man worshiped God, he 

offered	a	sacrifice	for	his	sins.	Uncounted	
numbers of lambs (and other animals) 
died in place of the sinner. Not one of 
these, however, could take away sin. One 
of	the	purposes	of	those	sacrifices	was	to	
help the offerer to remember that some 
day	 there	would	come	One	sacrifice	 that	
would be absolutely perfect. He would be 
offered once. And that offering would be 

good	for	all	people	of	all	time.	That	One	perfect	sacrifice	is	the	
Lord	Jesus	Christ.	(See	Hebrews	10:4-14.)

Before the Son of God came to earth, many wrote that He 
would come. One said of Him: “He is brought as a lamb to the 
slaughter”	(Isaiah	53:7).	That	was	written	more	than	700	years	
before the Lord Jesus was born! It was meant to help people 
understand that the Son of God would suffer death.

That same prophet (Isaiah) told also that when the Son of 
God would come to earth, His coming would be announced by 
one who would cry out the news in the wilderness. (See Isaiah 
40:3-5.)

Finally, exactly as the prophet had written so many hundreds 
of years before, a man did preach in the wilderness. His name 
was	 John	 the	Baptist.	He	went	up	and	down	 the	 Jordan	River	
telling about Someone special who would come. Because it was 
wild country, John wore rough clothing made of camel hair. He 
ate what he found as he traveled: locusts and wild honey. Crowds 
of people came from the cities to hear John the Baptist preach. 
He explained that they had to repent of [turn from] their sins and 
be	baptized	in	the	Jordan	River	to	show	that	they	were	truly	sorry	
for	their	sins.	Many	people	did	repent	and	were	baptized.

Always he spoke of the One who soon would come–One, he 
explained, who was far greater than he, John the Baptist. “I am 
not even worthy to unfasten His shoes,” he said.

2.  FOLLOWING THE LAMB OF GOD
John 1:15-39

Show Illustration #2
One day when John the Baptist and 

two of his disciples [followers], were 
together in the wilderness, he saw a Man 
nearby and said, “Look! There is the 
Lamb of God!”

The Lamb of God! That moment those 
two men knew that the One of whom 
Isaiah the prophet had written and about 
whom John the Baptist had preached, had 

come. And immediately both men turned from following the 
preacher in the wilderness to follow the Lamb of God.

When He saw them following Him, He asked, “What do 
you want?”

They answered, “Where do you live?”
“Come and see,” He said.
The two men, whose names were Andrew and John, went 

to the place where the Lamb of God had been staying. But they 
were not really interested in the place where He lived. They 
wanted to be with Him. They wanted to know more about Him, 
“the Lamb of God.” They did not want to leave Him.

Who was the Lamb of God? He was the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the One who had come to be the Saviour of the world. He 
was the One for whom Andrew and John and others had been 
waiting. Hundreds of years before, God had promised that He 
would come. Now these two were seeing Him with their very 
own eyes! And they were with Him.

What He told them that day, we do not know. But this we 
know: from that time on they were never the same. Never again 
would they live as they had lived before. Instead, leaving their 
homes and families, they followed the Lamb of God.

3.  BRINGING OTHERS TO JESUS
John 1:40-44

Show Illustration #3
Later that same day, Andrew hurried 

to his brother, Simon. “We have found the 
Messiah, the One sent by God!” Andrew 
exclaimed. And immediately he brought 
his brother Simon to the Son of God.

The moment the Lord Jesus saw 
Simon, He said, “You are Simon, the son 
of John. But you shall be called Peter, 
a stone.” Imagine that! The Son of God 
knew the name of the man; He knew 

whose son he was. And He changed the name of Simon. It was 
as if the Lord Jesus had said, “You are going to be a rock-like 
man.	You	are	going	to	stand	firmly	for	the	truth.	Your	name	is	a	
stone.” (There was no way that Simon Peter could know right 
then all that the Lord Jesus meant.)

Andrew and John and Simon Peter were delighted. They 
had found the Messiah, the Lamb of God. More than that, 
they were now His disciples. The next day when Jesus saw 
Philip, He called, “Come with Me.” And Philip promptly and 
obediently followed the Lamb of God. Now there were four 
disciples: Andrew and John, Simon Peter and Philip.

4.  RECOGNIZING THE SON OF GOD
John 1:45-51

Show Illustration #4
Philip could not keep the good news 

to himself. He hurried to his friend, 
Nathanael. “Nathanael,” he said, “we 
have found the Messiah. He is the very 
One about whom Moses and the prophets 
spoke.	He	is	Jesus	of	Nazareth.”

“Nazareth!”	 Nathanael	 exclaimed.	
“Can any good thing come out of 
Nazareth?”	 Nazareth	 was	 such	 a	 small,	
unimportant town that it seemed to 

Nathanael quite impossible for the Saviour of the world to 
come from there.

Philip did not argue with Nathanael. He simply said, “Come 
and see for yourself.”

When they hurried to Jesus, Jesus said of Nathanael, “Here 
comes an honest man–a true son of Israel.”

Nathanael was surprised, asking, “How do you know me?”
“I	could	see	you	under	the	fig	tree	before	Philip	found	you,”	

Jesus explained.
The Lord Jesus had seen Nathanael before Philip had 

called him. The Lord knew who Nathanael was. For He knows 
everything!

Nathanael exclaimed, “You are the Son of God.”
Yes, the Son of God had come. And now Nathanael joined 

the other four who followed Him.
Later the Lord Jesus chose seven more men, making a total 

of 12 disciples. For the next three years those men were to be 
learners of the things of God. The Son of God Himself would be 
their	teacher.	They	were	to	see	amazing	miracles.	(We	will	learn	
of	the	first	one	in	our	next	lesson.)	They	would	follow	Him	in	
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and out of towns and cities. They were to see and hear Him 
talk to one person and another about the only way of having 
life eternal. Though they did not understand it, they were to 
hear from His own lips that He, the Lamb of God, would suffer 
and	die	and	rise	again	the	third	day.	(See	Mark	9:31,	32;	10:33,	
34;	Luke	18:31-34;	Matthew	20:17-19.)	Then,	 after	 the	Lord	
Jesus would ascend to God the Father, the disciples were to 
teach others the things that they had learned from Him. So the 
disciples left everything they had to follow the Saviour, the 
Lamb of God.

We, too, can be followers of the Son of God. First, however, 
we must believe that He is the Son of God. We must believe that 
He, the Lamb of God, died for our sins. We must receive Him as 
our own personal Saviour.

Once you belong to Him, you are known as His disciple, 
His pupil, His follower. He wants you to be like Andrew and 
Philip– eager to tell others the wonderful news that the Lord 
Jesus is the Lamb of God, the Saviour of the world.

NOTE TO THE TEACHER
These men who saw the Son of God with their very own 

eyes knew at once that He was truly the Lamb of God.
If you are walking daily with Him, reading His Word, 

talking with Him in prayer, His presence is real to you. Then 
you will be able to make Him known to your pupils. May 
it be said of you: “These are they which follow the Lamb 
whithersoever	He	goeth”	(Revelation	14:4b).


